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SUBJ: PRESIDENT ASAD'S VISIT TO JORDAN 

REF: AMMAN 3908 

1. FOLLOWING ASAD'S RETURN TO DAMASCUS, SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE 
CONTINUED TO GIVE TOP HEADLINES TO SUCCESS OF HIS VISIT AND TO 
FORGING OF CLOSER UNITY BETWEEN SYRIAN AND JORDAN. COLUMNIST 
IN JUNE 13 AL-BAATH SAW JOINT STATEMENT AS REFLECTION OF 
MASS POPULAR WILL DEMANDING "ONE PEOPLE.. .ONE ARMY." HE 
ADDED THAT NEW JORDANIAN-SYRIAN COORDINATION OPENED NEW 
HORIZONS FOR UNIFYING EASTERN FRONT COMPRISING SYRIA. JORDAN 
AND PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE. WRITER IN JUNE 14 AL-THAWRAH 
ASSERTED THAT JORDAN AND SYRIA TOGETHER NOW CONSTITUTE ELEMENT 
WHICH ISRAEL CANNOT IGNORE OR UNDERRATE. ISRAEL 
WOULD HAVE TO RE-EVALUATE ITS POSITION IN LIGHT THIS 
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NEW STRENGTH. THIS SHOULD ENCOURAGE ARABS TO GREATER 
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COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY, COLUMNIST CONCLUDED. 

2. DESPITE THIS FANFARE, OUR INITIAL IMPRESSION IS THAT 
JOINT STATEMENT REPRESENTED LEAST TO BE EXPECTED FROM 
JORDAN GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES OF VISIT, BUT STILL SUBSTANTIAL 
BENEFITS FOR SYRIA WERE ACHIEVED. IN FIRST VISIT OF 
SYRIAN HEAD OF STATE TO JORDAN SINCE SHUKRY QUWATLY IN 
1956, ASAD CERTAINLY WANTED TO DEMONSTRATE SYRIAN DESIRE 
FOR BROADER AND STRONGER WEB OF RELATIONSHIPS WITH JORDAN 
THAN IN PAST. HE WANTED TO DIMINISH RESIDUE OF SUSPICION 

IN JORDAN TOWARD SYRIA AND SYRIAN BAATH PARTY. 

AND CONSCIOUS OF RECENT IRAQI WOOING OF JORDAN, HE WANTED 
TO PREVENT A POLITICAL OUT-FLANKING MOVE BY IRAQ WHICH 
MIGHT TEND TO ISOLATE SYRIA IN CONTEXT OF CURRENT SYRIAN- 
IRAQI DISPUTE. THE VISIT AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
ONGOING SUPREME JOINT COMMITTEE APPEAR TO HAVE ACCOMPLISHED 
THESE GOALS. 

3. IN OUR VIEW, ASAD PROBABLY REALIZED THAT MORE SPECIFIC 
SYRIAN OBJECTIVES, SUCH AS ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE JORDANIAN- 
SYRIAN MILITARY COOPERATION AND RECONCILING HUSSEIN AND PLO 
WERE NOT REALISTIC AT THIS TIME THOUGH SOME GROUNDWORK MAY 
HAVE BEEN LAID. IT IS TRUE THAT SYRIA IS CONCERNED MILITARILY 
WITH STRENGTHENING ITS FLANKS AND OVER THE LONGER TERM 
WITH MAKING POSSIBLE ISRAELI USE OF JORDANIAN LAND AND 
AIRSPACE IN ANY FUTURE CONFRONTATION HARDER AND MORE COSTLY. 
ASAD WOULD OF COURSE LIKE TO HAVE JORDANIANS IN POSITION 
WHERE THEY COULD NOT STAY OUT OF ANOTHER WAR. WE HAVE 

NO INFORMATION, HOWEVER, AS TO WHAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS HE 
MAY HAVE PROPOSED TO JORDANIANS. 

4. ON POLITICAL LEVEL, VISIT CAN BE SEEN AS ADVANCING 
ASAD'S POLICY OF COOPERATION AND CO-EXISTENCE WITH CON- 
SERVATIVE ARAB REGIMES, A POLICY WHICH HIS VISIT TO LEBANON 
EARLIER THIS YEAR ALSO SERVED TO PROMOTE. MORE IMMEDIATELY, IT 
MAY HAVE HELPED TO SOME EXTENT IN RESURRECTING IMAGE OF 

AN EASTERN FRONT COMMAND, AN OBJECTIVE WHICH SYRIANS HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN PURSUING WITH PLO FOR SOME MONTHS, BOTH FOR 
ITS OWN SAKE AND IN ORDER TO HELP ASSURE THAT SYRIA AND 
PALESTINIANS CANNOT BE IGNORED IN ANY FUTURE EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
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NEGOTIATION. 
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